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richly endowed with intellectual gifts, he saw Nature everywhere as prodigal and superabundant. It seemed to him a paltry view to regard life as a struggle for existence : " This struggle does occur, but only as an exception : the general aspect of life is not one of poverty and hunger, but of wealth, of luxuriance, nay of absurd prodigality."
In the course of this revision my brother enlarged the prelude to The Joyful Wisdom, entitled Jest, Gunning and Revenge, by adding a number of maxims, and he also included at the end a collection of poems which he had always looked upon as belonging to The Joyful Wisdom. He writes on the subject: " The Songs of Prince Free-as-a-Bird, written for the most part in Sicily, are expressly meant to remind the reader of that Proven9al conception, la gaya scienza, of that combination of minstrel, knight and free spirit, whereby that wonderful early culture of the Provencals rises superior to all dubious cultures ; the last poem in particular To the Mistral, a devil-may-care dancing song, in which (by your leave !) we dance away from morality, is a perfect bit of Provencjalism."
In December, 1886, he returned to Nice to spend the winter there. He was still engaged upon his prefaces, but was very dissatisfied with the hesitating methods of his publisher Fritzsch, who was proceeding very slowly with, the new edition. By January, 1887, when The Will to Power was well under way, my brother for his part seems to have completed the revision, for he writes to me about it retrospectively on the 26th of that month. (For a long time we had not heard from each other, since the cholera in the Argentine cut off Paraguay from that country and therefore from the rest of the world.)
" Thursday afternoon, when I was out for a walk and just thinking of my distant Lama, resolving to write a letter to her, a stranger came up to me and said, ' Madame Gazzola has letters for you, sir.' I went at once to Madame Gazzola